
 

The date is November 14, 2023, and as 
I sat inside my office, I was able to 
glance outside and take in the most 
perfectly blue sky. I reached for my 
phone and checked the outside 
temperature, and it was 60 degrees. I 
peeked at my wall calendar and 
realized that this weekend the church 
will be deeply involved with the 
Hanging of the Greens celebrations. 
Then a few short days later it will be 
time to strap on the feed bag and dive 
into Thanksgiving. Where has the time 
gone?  

Soon, we all will be busy rushing 
from one event to the next. Our 
free time will be occupied with 
shopping for the perfect gifts. 
Then in a very short time we 
all will be afforded the 
opportunity to remember 
and celebrate the birth of 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.

The season of Advent 
is commonly known 
as a time of 
preparations. We 
have prepared our 
Sanctuary. Many 
have rushed and 
decorated our homes. 

And yes, the busyness of the season is 
as hectic as a five-year-old, after 
drinking several cups of heavily 
caffeinated coffee. My question is this, 
are we truly inwardly prepared to 
celebrate the birth of the Messiah?

Our preparations are not called for 
shopping for the perfect gifts or 
rushing from as many numerous events 
we can in a few weeks’ time. Our 
preparations must include pondering 
self-evaluations. Have I been willing to 
supply grace as much as I am to 

receive? Do I provide forgiveness 
willingly or does it come with 

stipulations? Do I accept that God 
has a greater plan for my life? I feel 
that when we can honestly answer 
each of these questions we are 

truly prepared to receive what 
God has in store for each of 
us.

Let us prepare our hearts 
to receive all that God is 
providing for the faithful 
in 2024.

Peace and Grace,

- Pastor Terry
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NOW


The NOW Christmas bags are now 
available to pick up. They need to be 
returned Friday, December 15th. Each string 
bag will have a label attached to it with 
gender and age of a student, there will also 
be a list of suggested items. Everyone 
deserves a Merry Christmas so please help 
make one for our NOW students!

Christian Book Exchange 


In our culture today, it is common for people 
to forget the true meaning of Christmas - and 
its significance. The celebration of Christmas 
is much bigger than a secularized holiday. 
Christmas is about God's plan of salvation, 
which He set in motion before time began. 
 
In Why the Nativity?, we will discover how the 
most minute details of Christ's coming were 
foretold in Old Testament prophecies. We will 
see that from the Davidic lineage of Jesus and 
His Virgin birth, to the worship by angelic 
hosts, common shepherds and wise men, that 
God was pointing us to the birth of the 
Messiah. 
 
Join Dr. Jeremiah now as we explore this 
intricate and beautiful story of just how and 
why God sent Jesus to be born as a child. You 
will come away seeing that it was for the 
redemption of man and for the submission of 
sin, and that it was all for the glory of God.

Laundry Day


The Outreach Committee is still collecting 
quarters for the upcoming laundry day on 
Tuesday, December 5th. We will be putting 
bags together on Sunday, December 3rd. 
Just drop those quarters in the jar at the 
welcome desk in the Narthex to help 
provide loads of love to our community. 

FUMC Shirts


We are ordering Robinson FUMC shirts! 
The t-shirts are $14 and the sweatshirts are 
$21. 

If you would like them, fill out the form on 
the next page and bring it to the church. 
There are also order forms in the office or 
at the welcome center. Orders are due 
December 10th. Money is due when you 
drop off the form. You can pay by cash or 
check. Checks payable to Jasco. 












December Birthdays


12/5 	 Joy Anderson, Sherri Murrell

12/7 	 Tyler Devonshire

12/9 	 Sandra Hale

12/11 	 Stacie McMillan; Bailey Knight

12/13 	 Nick Ippolito

12/15 	 Jim Wallace

12/16 	 Grant Oxford, Katie Odom, 

	 	 Mary Etta Whitmer, Andrew Hays

12/18 	 Julia Albin

12/19 	 Bonnie Wright

12/23 	 Nita Bradbury

12/24 	 Ken Mattsey

12/25 	 Susan Inboden, Greg Harbison

12/26 	 Suzanne Wallace

12/28 	 Kay Albin, Nancy McCracken, 

	 	 Kristy Veenstra

12/29	 Lois Ulrey

12/30 	 Kirtina Carter, Elliott Veenstra, 

	 	 Alex Lornes

12/31 	 Rita Diel


December Anniversaries


12/13 	 Phil & Marnie Inboden

12/18 	 Jon & Joy Anderson

12/22 	 Don & Alice Taylor,

	 	 Tom & Pam Cooper

12/23 	 Dave & Sharon Freeland

          	 Amy & Mark DeDoming

12/28 	 Mike & Mary Jane Parker    


Blast from the Past 


Hello Friends! As the year winds down, so does 
my blasts from the past. I’m down to my last 
postcard, so for the month of December, we’ll 
finish with a different view of the church 
building. I hope you’ve found these as 
interesting as I have.
 
 
-Robert Quick

Prayer Requests 


Carol Wolf; Carl Blanton; Michael Brady; 
Cathy Thomas; Judson Richardson; Julie 
Zhang; Bill Thompson; Michael Keene; Lisa 
Schaefer; Nicole Young; Evan Prahl; Richard 
Youngs; Kay Young; Vonnetta 
Shipman;Thelma Gifford; Bernie Limper; 
Melinda Wehrle; Blain Loll; Miranda 
Waddell; Ruth Fiscus; Ray & Nelda Dotson; 
Margaret Beaman; Alexander Forrey; 
Ninette Faith; Lou Bonnell; Claudette 
Mejean; Laurie Vaugh; Susan Rodgers; 
Adrian Hays; Rachel Tracy; Randy Butcher;  
Stephen Ministers; Care Receivers; Doug 
Finkbiner; Clem Aydt; Annette Leighty; 
Spencer Meagher; KJ Reid, Tricia Anderson; 
Jon & Joy Anderson; Alex Townsend; Brad 
Harris; Andy Limper; Karen Villalobos; Dason 
Douglas, Lora Simmons; Mary Etta Whitmer; 
Rhonda Moade; Barbara Bell; Jocelyn 
Ramsey; Leth and Jeff Stanford; Becky & 
Donna Beabout;Roger Hamilton; Bennett 
Smith; Breanna & Melissa Young; Jimmy 
Vinson; Sarah Valdez; Rhea Hayden; Kirtrina 
Carter; Judy Rice; Sharon Miller; Stephenie 
Townsend; Tim Aydt; Sue Trimble; Linda 
Stewart; Clayton Avery; Debbie Goff; The 
family of Chris Fulling; Leanne Harp; Family 
of Nancy McCraken; Family of Bob Inboden; 
Glynn Legg; Paige Gower






D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 3
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

- 1

Office Closed

2

9:00 am

Home for the Holidays 
Festival 

3

9:00 am 

- Worship 

10:15 am

- Sunday School

- Making Laundry Day 

Bags 


4

5:30 pm

- SPRC 

5

10:00 am

- Laundry Day 

6
 7

9:00 am

- CHEW

4:00 pm 

- NOW Weekend 

Bagging

6:30 pm

- Glory Handbell 

Rehearsal


8

Office Closing at 
1:00 pm

9

5:30 pm 

Staff  Appreciation 
Party 

10

9:00 am 

- Worship 

10:15 am

- Sunday School

3:00 pm 

- Christmas Caroling 


11 12
 13

6:30 pm

- Stephen Ministry 

14

9:00 am

- CHEW

4:00 pm 

NOW Bagging 

5:45 pm 

- Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal

6:30 pm

- Glory Handbell 

Rehearsal

15

Office Closing at 
1:00 pm

16

17

9:00 am 

- Worship 

10:15 am

- Sunday School

18

4:00 pm

- NOW Bagging

19
 20
 21

9:00 am

- CHEW

5:45 pm 

- Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal

6:00 pm 

- SPY 

6:30 pm

- Glory Handbell 

Rehearsal

22

Office Closed 

23

24

8:00 am

Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

9:00 am 

- Worship 

6:00 pm 

- Candlelight Service 

25

Merry Christmas! 


Office Closed

26 27 28

9:00 am

- CHEW

29

Office Closed 

30

31

9:00 am 

- Worship 

10:15 am

- Sunday School



! Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 
Robinson, IL 

62454 
Permit No. 3 

First United Methodist Church 
201 West Walnut Street 
PO Box 45 
Robinson, IL  62454 
firstumcrob@gmail.com
www.robinsonfumc.org
618-544-8016 

Pastor:  Terry Evans

Office Manager:  Kirbie Ackman

Director of Christian Education: Nina Davis

Communications Coordinator:  Brennan Seth Tracy

Custodians:  Amy DeDoming, Mark DeDoming

Nursery Staff:  Marnie Inboden

robinsonfumcpastor@gmail.com

firstumcrob@gmail.com 

nineah3@gmail.com 

firstumcrob.comms@gmail.com

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH


mailto:firstumcrob@gmail.com
http://www.robinsonfumc.org
mailto:robinsonfumcpastor@gmail.com
mailto:firstumcrob@gmail.com
mailto:nineah3@gmail.com
mailto:firstumcrob.comms@gmail.com

	FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

